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VERMONT STATE HOUSE

A burst of local color, on the trees and off

It's the nation’s smallest state capitaland, as | PlazaHotel (800-274-5252;
faras we know, the only one withouta McDonald’s.But | capitolplaza.com, 62
Montpelier is far from sleepy. With itsidyllic setting (be- = rooms/suites, $176-$279),
side the Winooski River, near the Green Mountains’ high- | cater-corner to the State
est peaks), eclectic shops, and top-notchrestaurantsthat | House, or, for some-
emphasize localingredients, the cityhasmuchtooffera | thingmore intimate, try

weekender, alongwith a quirky friendlinessthatstands | the Federal-style Innat

out even ina state known for being unconventional. ¢ Montpelier (802-223-2727;
. innatmontpelier.com,

GETTING THERE > From { youcan’tmakeitthere | 19rooms, $132-$229).

Boston, it’saneasythree- = fordinner, tryagainon :

hourdriveonInterstate | Sundayfortheaward- i SATURDAY > Ifbreakfast

89. The Visitors Cen- . winningbrunch buf- i isn’tincluded withyour

ter (134 State Street) is . fet. Restaurant Phoebe i room, head to LaBrioche

opendaily,andthecityis = (802-262-3500;restau- © (802-229-0443; necidin-

easily navigable - most i rantphoebe.com) serves ing.com/la-brioche), the

businesses are near the hearty plates of local - culinaryinstitute’s other

intersectionof Stateand = food. Stay at the Capitol . in-town spot,and watch

Main streets, a block from

the State House. Note:

Montpelierites take their

crosswalk laws seriously,

sowatch for pedestrians.

FRIDAY > Main Street Grill &
Bar (802-223-3188; neci-
dining.com/main-street-
grill), part of the Montpe-
lier-based New England
Culinary Institute, offers : .y = :
afarm-to-table menu. If == STEESE
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FALL TRAVEL

the student-chefs at work
through the window sepa-
rating the bakery from
the cafe.

If you're visiting in leaf
season, pick up picnic
foods at the Capital City
Farmers Market on State
Street (montpelierfarm-
ersmarket.com). Then
enjoy the spectacular
Vermont foliage along the

North Branch parks, which
together offer nearly 400
acres of open and forested
land. Hubbard Park is
hometoastone observa-
tion tower that provides
panoramic views of the
area. Find mapsto the
parks at montpelier-vt
.org/department/81.html.
Orrentabike at Onion
River Sports (802-229-
9409; onionriver.com)
and follow the paved bike
pathalong theriver.

Also, don’t miss a visit
to the 1859 State House. Its
magnificent gilded dome
isvisible as soonasyou
leave the highway. The
legislative chambersare
the oldest stillinuse in the

ration brought the build-
ingback toits original
grandeur. Take aguided
tour (802-828-0386;
vtstatehouse.org/tours
.htm) or poke around on
your own, following the
free audio tour available.
At the Pavilion Building,
next door, which houses
the Vermont Historical
Society Museum (802-
828-2201; vermont-
history.org), learn about
the Green Mountain Boys
and take in an award-win-
ning multimedia exhibit.
Foranafternoon
pick-me-up, stopinat
the Three Penny Taproom
(802-223-8277; three-
pennytaproom.com) and
choose from the longlist
- of potables, localand
imported, or grabacrepe

. at The Skinny Pancake

(802-262-2253; skinny-
pancake.com).
Bibliophiles will be

- happytoroam four stores
- withinaboutablock of

Main and State: Bear Pond
Books (802-229-0774;

bearpondbooks.com),
i which carries newtitles;

Rivendell Books (802-223-

3028 rivendellbooksvt
hiking trailsin Hubbardand

.com) and The Book Garden
(802-229-9999, 50 State
Street), which sell used

books (the Book Garden
. alsosellsnew); and Black

Sheep Books (802-225-

8906; blacksheepbooks

.org), which features new

- and used scholarlyworks.

Live entertainment

. —andgood eats-canbe
- foundat Positive Pie (802-

229-0453; positivepie
.com), a contemporary

| trattoriawith plenty of
. pizzaand weekend bands

and DJs, and The Black
Door Bar and Bistro (802-
223-7070; blackdoorvt
.com), whose third-floor
lounge offers music, com-
edy, and open-mike story-

telling. Langdon Street Cafe
country,anda199osresto-

(802-223-8667; langdon-
streetcafe.com) isre-

nowned forits folk/indie/
. hip-hop performances.

sunDAY > Stopinat

' Artisans Hand Craft Gallery

(802-229-9492; artisans-

- hand.com) foraselection

of unique items created by
Vermonters. Then, for the
road, stockup onkettle
cornand pure syrup can-
dies at Morse Farm Maple
Sugarworks (800-242-2740;
morsefarm.com). For

an alternate drive south,
follow Route 302 East to
Route 110 South (rejoin-
ing Interstate 89 at exit 3),

- which meanders through

Chelseaand Tunbridge,
takingin the covered
bridges and more brilliant

. foliagealongthe way.

- Sarah Zobel
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